Full-blown hypothyroidism associated with vitiligo and acropachy. Report of one case.
During the first two years after the onset of hypothyroidism, a patient with spontaneous primary myxedema developed thyroid acropachy. Fifteen years before the diagnosis of thyroid disease, he had patchy vitiligo of the face. There were high serum levels of antibodies against thyroglobulin (anti-Tg) and microsomal antigen (anti-M) were present, while the serum levels of antibodies against the second antigen of the colloid and the cell-surface antigen fell within the normal range. Moreover, antibodies to gastric parietal cells, adrenocortical cells or pancreatic islets in the serum were not present. Concerning the immuno-genetic pattern of our patient, his HLA system did not appear to confirm the well documented prevalence in whites with autoimmune disorders of an antigen specificity positive for the locus DR3.